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Middle School Learning Support: ASDAN Curriculum Programmes 
(Submitted by Grisell Bravo Gonzalez, 2017, while serving as Learning Support teacher at International School of 

Havana, Cuba) 

Tool(s) used:  Sustainability Compass 

Purpose of using tool:  Research 

 Generating Questions 

 Guiding Discussion 

Overview: 

Using Sustainability Compass I provide my ASDAN students with 

opportunities to develop their understanding of what a system is and how 
to make connections between many aspects related to systems. In order to 

achieve this task, the students were working in a team, so using this tool, 

students identified what they need to achieve together, organised and 
carried out the task using different learning skills such as research and 

communication. It is also a great opportunity for me to learn how to best 

integrate sustainability learning and systems thinking into the ASDAN 
programme taking into account that the ASDAN program is directed to 

those students who are not enrolled in the IGCSE due to its high academic 

demands. 

Context of lesson/case study: Grade 7 and 9, ASDAN Curriculum Programmes, Stepping Stones 

Participants (# and 

description): 

2 students from Nigeria /Grade 7 and 9 (15 and 17 years old) - these 

students have been receiving ASDAN programme in pull out sessions. 

ASDAN programme aims to help these students develop and demonstrate 
a range of skills to manage their own learning, broaden their academic 

experience, and recognize personal achievements. These skills are taught 

in small group sessions in the Learning Support department. 

Topic, Theme, or Key 

Understanding of 

unit/project:  

Module Environmental 

Challenges #1 
Produce a newsletter to highlight an environmental issue of your choice. 

This challenge is part of a number of activities that ASDAN candidates 
need to complete. ASDAN candidates have to provide evidence and 

demonstrate skill development in different areas such as: working with 

others, improving learning, problem solving, research, discussion and oral 
presentation. Completing this challenge using the Sustainability Compass 

I have been able to provide my students with great opportunities to 

develop these skills in all areas of learning and to make connections 

between nature and their own life. I support my students to develop their 
awareness of our environment and the importance of protecting nature by 

reducing the global warming effect in our planet. 

Length of unit/project: Approximately 3 weeks 

Resources/materials & 

setting required: 

I used a great range of resources and materials for this challenge: Theme-

related books and magazines, arts and crafts materials, computer, camera. 
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Lesson Plan/Description of the Project: 

 Research about environmental issues and chose a particular topic about this. 

 Research about global warming. 

 Brainstorm together (teacher and student) ideas using the Sustainability Compass tool.  

 Look for pictures and photos in books, magazine, and the internet. 

 Summarize information related to the topic. 

 Pull all the pages together and obtain the newsletter. (attached) 

Teaching tips/ideas: 

 Show a power point presentation about tips to write a good newsletter in easy steps. 

 Teach an introductory session about Microsoft Office Publisher in order to familiarize my students 

with the programme. 

 Develop ICT skills specifically in Microsoft Office Publisher Program. 

Reflection 

Plusses:  

I decided to use the Sustainability Compass to complete this challenge into the ASDAN programme. In my 

opinion, it is the appropriate tool to initiate both, individual and collective thinking in response to the new 

information they had to learn.  

The students worked in teams. They were given different parts to make up the system. This way they 

interchanged ideas, questions and comments. Besides, the students were able to develop their skills in all 

areas of learning as well as begin to develop habits in terms of sustainability that will be useful in future 
subjects, knowledge and experiences. 

Challenges:  

 Very ambitious challenge taking into account they were confronted with tasks they had never done 

before like using basic ICT skills in areas such as Microsoft Office publisher.  

 The activity took more time than I we expected. 

Suggestions for other practitioners and educators:  

 Brainstorm ideas and choose the most appropriate Sustainability and Systems thinking tool for each 

challenge into the ASDAN programme module. 

 Compile evidence of students’ progress to scaffold learning. 

Evidence and Resources: 
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