
COMPASS LESSON PLAN
Grade 1 English: We are All Connected

SYSTEMS TOOL(S) PURPOSE OF USING TOOL(S)

By Heather Semon, Grade 1 Teacher at Concordian International School

Subject: English

Topic: We are all connected

Context: Grade 1 English classroom

Length of Lesson: 2 days

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

MATERIALS & SETTING

Sustainability Compass
Triangles Game

Generating Questions
Guiding Discussion

What is sustainable
development?
Global Goals

5 copies of UN SGDs, 5
Compass A3 sheets of paper,
scissors, glue, online YouTube
videos to introduce ideas of
sustainabilty:

The Triangles Game helped students to understand the concept of connection.
The Compass helped students to learn about the UN SGDs, as well as the Compass
organizing and connecting tool.

LESSON STEPS

Step 1: To introduce the concept of “connection” by playing the Triangles Game, first in a
modified form. For the first round, students will choose one friend that they must stand directly
in front of at all times, but keep it a secret who that friend is. If that friend moves, they also need
to move to consistently stand in front of them. In the beginning, everyone will spread out and
not move. When the teacher says to begin, students will move towards their friends. Eventually,
everyone will be moving together and not standing still because they are all trying to be in front
of that ONE friend. After, together reflect orally on some of the challenges to this game. Repeat
the game, but this time with 2 secret friends, thus making a triangle. Later, we will discuss how
we were all connected, and therefore, when one friend moved, we also needed to move too.
Finally, can add another element by the teacher tapping one student on the shoulder. If a
student is tapped, he or she must sit down. If the secret friend sits, so must their connected
partner. By the end, everyone will be seated. Discuss what happened.

Step 2: Introduce the UN sustainability goals with the following video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7V8oFI4GYMY. Introduce the Compass by explaining the
four quadrants on the paper and their picture representations. Students will be given the UN
sustainability goals on another sheet of paper. They will cut them out and sort them into the
four parts of the Compass. Groups will explain their reasons why they put certain goals in
certain areas.
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https://youtu.be/7V8oFI4GYMY
https://youtu.be/cBxN9E5f7pc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7V8oFI4GYMY


Plusses:
The Triangles Game went really well and the students loved being connected to their secret
friends. The Compass was a bit challenging for them due to the vocabulary of the UN goals. We
needed to explain some of the words in a context they understood, as 6/7 year olds. It helped to
have the pictures. It was really interesting to see where they put certain goals.
For example, one group put "peace, justice and strong institutions" in Nature because "wars
destroy a lot of houses and trees and make a big mess on the Earth." Another group connected
"no poverty" to "quality education" to "decent work and economic growth" under the section of
Economy. They said that if "poor people can go to school, they will learn a lot and have good
jobs." One group put "clean water and sanitation" in Wellbeing because "if you have clean
water to drink, you won't get sick and you will be happy."
I think the Compass tool really helped students to explore and organize their thinking related to
the UN goals. The game, in the beginning, helped students to understand the connection and
how everything can have an impact on something else.

Challenges:
The vocabulary of the UN goals is hard for students to understand so I needed to spend time
explaining, in a context they would understand. I would also have liked to spend more time on
this and go deeper into the meanings. I would also have liked to have a longer reflection period.

SUGGESTIONS FOR OTHER PRACTITIONERS/EDUCATORS

REFLECTION

Pre-cut the UN goals to save time.
Allow students to revise and change their ideas before gluing on the paper.
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PHOTO(S)

LESSON STEPS

Step 3: Share the next video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBxN9E5f7pc. Discuss the UN
goals together after watching and let groups make any modifications to their Compasses. The
student will glue down their ideas.

Step 4: Finally, students will use a coloured pencil to draw connections between the goals. They
will orally explain their choices and ideas. Groups will walk around the see other ideas as well.


